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UM EVENTS COMMEMORATE MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana will celebrate the life and ideals of Martin Luther King Jr. with
a series of events on Jan. 17 and Jan. 3 1-Feb. 4. A clergyman, civil rights leader and Nobel Peace
Prize winner, King was assassinated in Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.
“Martin Luther King would have just been turning 71 this year and would no doubt still be
an active force in race relations,” said Ray Carlisle, chair of the UM committee planning the
events. “It’s important that we honor his legacy and try to keep his ideas alive and meaningful to a
whole new generation of students who didn’t have a chance to know him as a living person.”
On Monday, Jan. 17, campus and the rest of Missoula will commemorate Martin Luther
King Jr. Day with a short rally in Caras Park starting at 5:30 p.m. Participants then will cross the
Higgins Street bridge to attend an hour-long program at the Boone and Crockett Club, located in
the Milwaukee Building. Ralph Stone, chair of Missoulians for Social Justice, will be master of
ceremonies, and western Montana students who won an essay contest will read their works,
describing what King’s legacy means to them. The student winners will divide $210 in prize
money provided by UM ’s Excellence Fund.
In addition, UM’s Volunteer Action Services has organized a group o f 17 students who
will spend the holiday helping with various community projects. Then during the spring semester,
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they will teach a group of local elementary school students about non-violent conflict resolution,
one of King’s guiding principles.
Other events will be held after UM students return to campus for the spring semester. On
Monday, Jan. 31, the free play “Aspects” will be performed in the University Theatre at 7 p.m.
First produced at the Los Angeles Theatre Center, the play uses a diverse group of 10 characters
to address the questions of multiculturalism in today’s society. Sponsored by UM’s Martin Luther
King Jr. Celebration Committee, the play seeks to promote unbiased discussions and solutions to
some of the problems that hinder and intimidate many college students on campuses today.
Then on Tuesday, Feb. 1, Billy Taylor, the foremost jazz educator of our time, will give a
lecture titled “Jazz as a Metaphor for Democracy” at 8 p.m. Taylor is renowned as a jazz pianist,
composer, author, professor and broadcast personality. His appearance is the fifth installment of
UM’s 1999-2000 President’s Lecture Series.
The Billy Taylor Trio will perform on Wednesday, Feb. 2, in the University Theatre at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $16 for students; $17 for senior citizens, faculty and staff; and $18 for the
general public. Tickets may be purchased at Tic-It-E-Z outlets or by calling (888) 842-4830.
Finally on Thursday, Feb. 3, the film “Black Like Me” will be shown for free at 7 p.m. in
Urey Lecture Hall. The 1964 film describes a white journalist who posed as a black man to see
how U.S. society would treat him. UM history Associate Professor Mike Mayer will introduce the
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